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Course/Subject: English Language Arts 

Grade/Building: 10/High School 

 

UNIT CONTENT UNDERSTANDING ASSESSMENTS 

Autobiography • Note-taking/note-making 

• Reading comprehension 

• Reading for detail 

• Making Inferences 

• Vocabulary 

• Identifying fiction and non-fiction 

• Rigorous listening activities 

• Review and practice writing thesis 

• Body paragraph 

• Concluding paragraph 

• Part I Regents: Listening Section/Essay 

• Quizzes 

• Autobiographical journal portfolio 

*The Crucible  
by Arthur Miller 

• Reading parts in a play aloud 

• Listening activities 

• Vocabulary 

• Understanding historical context and 

intent of the author, setting, character 

development 

• Identifying turning point, climax, themes, 

and irony 

• Identifying and writing about tragic hero 

• Part I Regents: Listening Passage 

• Quizzes 

• Test 

• Literary essay-Critical lens 

• Journal entries 

• Critical Lens Essay 

The Lord of the Flies 
By William Golding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Part I listening activities 

• Interpreting lyrics and applying them to 

literature 

• Vocabulary 

• Reading independently for meaning  

• Group discussion 

• Understanding historical content of a 

novel 

• Researching and relating biographical 

The Lord of the Flies-William Golding 

• Part II (2 document essay) “Nature vs. 

Nurture” 

• Quizzes 

• Test 

• Journal Entries 

• Technology (Natural disaster-

Powerpoint) 

• Survival project 

• Coop. group character analysis poster 

• “Atom Bomb” list passage 
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UNIT CONTENT UNDERSTANDING ASSESSMENTS 

The Lord of the Flies 

By William Golding (cont.) 

 

info about the author to the novel, 

character development, turning point, 

theme, and symbolism. 

• Interdisciplinary learning (Biology)-

reading, analyzing and writing two 

document essays (Part II) 

• Identifying and writing about tragic 

heroes 

A Selection of Short Stories and Poetry 
By Edgar Allan Poe 

• Reading, understanding, identifying and 

writing about figurative language and 

literary elements in fiction and poetry 

• Vocabulary 

• Creative writing and visual representation 

of symbols 

• Theme 

• Irony 

• Journal writing 

• Application and synthesis of knowledge 

• Writing for Part III of the English 

Regents 

• “Controlling Idea”-Regents essay using 

one piece of literature 

• Literary Project: Interpreting and 

writing using symbolism and theme 

(i.e. “The Masque of the Red Death”) 

• Poetic literature response 

• Quizzes 

Selected Readings from the Arthurian 

Legend  
by Alfred Lord Tennyson, Sir Thomas Mallory, 

T.H. White, and John Steinbeck 

• Reading and understanding an epic poem 

• Understanding and writing about the epic 

hero and the tragic hero 

• Understanding and defining a legend. 

• Identifying and writing about heroic 

qualities in character using specific 

literary examples (figurative language) 

• Tests 

• Controlling Idea Regents Essay using 

one literary work (Morte d'Arthur by 

Tennyson) 

• “Critical Lens” Regents Essay - using a 

"Critical Lens" 

• Journals 

• Accrostic Poetry/Heroic Qualities 

project 
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Course/Subject: English Language Arts 

Grade/Building: 10/High School 

 

UNIT CONTENT UNDERSTANDING ASSESSMENTS 

The Russian Revolution  

and Animal Farm  
by George Orwell 

• Reading for meaning 

• Understanding and identifying satire, 

allegory and fable 

• Relating a novel to history and author's 

life 

• Reading for meaning and detail 

• Library and computer research 

• Writing research papers using 

documentation and appropriate sources 

• Writing a bibliography 

• Compare/contrast literary characters to 

historical figures 

• Listening/speaking in a literary group 

setting 

• Individual writing conferences 

• Journal entries 

• Quizzes 

• Test 

• Socratic Seminar 

• Research/Term Paper 

Julius Caesar  

by William Shakespeare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Identifying and defining aside, soliloquy 

and monologue 

• Identifying and understanding exposition, 

rising action, climax, falling action and 

resolution of plot 

• Understanding and identifying 

differences in main characters and 

character motivation 

• Identifying figurative language and 

literary elements (irony and 

foreshadowing) 

• Understanding and writing about tragic 

heroes 

• Speaking and listening in a group setting 

• Interpreting and writing about a quotation 

using one major literary work with the 

inclusion of figurative language and 

• Quizzes 

• Test 

• Journal/mini-script writing 

• Quotable quotes 

• “Critical Lens” Regents Essay 

• Dramatic group presentations 
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UNIT CONTENT UNDERSTANDING ASSESSMENTS 
Julius Caesar (cont.) literary elements 

The Great Gatsby  

by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
• Reading for detail and meaning 

• Making inferences in reading. 

• Understanding historical background of 

author and novel 

• Understanding and writing about 

symbolism, irony, setting, theme, and 

motivation and development of character 

• Qualities of a tragic hero 

• How to improve writing on a “Critical 

Lens”  Regents Essay 

• Quizzes 

• Tests  

• Journals 

• “Critical Lens” Regents Essay 

• Symbolism in song lyrics/Gatsby 

project 

Old Man and the Sea  

by Ernest Hemingway 

 

• Reading for meaning and details 

• Making inferences in reading 

• Understanding and identifying character 

development, the effect of setting, a 

tragic hero, and symbolism in the 

American novel. 

• Understanding and writing about the 

autobiographical relationship of the 

author’s life to the novel. 

• Quizzes 

• Test 

• “Critical Lens” Regents Essay 

The Outsiders 
By S.E. Hinton 

• Reading for inference 

• Character analysis 

• Identifying and understanding symbolism 

and foil characters. 

• Author’s life & work 

• Review of tragic hero and dramatic and 

situational irony 

• Partner worksheets 

• Test 

• Character analysis 

• Group project 



Updated 06/2008 5

 

Course/Subject: English Language Arts 

Grade/Building: 10/High School 

 

UNIT CONTENT UNDERSTANDING ASSESSMENTS 

The Crossing 
By Gary Paulsen 

• Inferential reading 

• Symbolism 

• Foil characters 

• (Non-fiction) reading and writing about 

[related current events] 

• Test 

• Essay 

• Current events summaries 

Night 

By Elie Wiesel 
• Understanding holocaust literature 

• Understanding historical background 

• Understanding quotable quotes 

• Quizzes 

• Tests 

• “Critical Lens” essay 

B.O.C. Biography of choice • Independent reading for meaning 

• Writing a reader's response journal 

• Identifying and understanding details, 

symbols and "controlling" ideas in a non-

fiction work 

• Reading and understanding a book jacket 

• Introduction to reading and writing literary 

critiques and reviews 

• Students create an authentic/original 

book jacket based on biography 

reading 

• This project will include... 

� Front page: a major visual 

symbol, along with author's 

name and title on the front cover. 

� Inside flaps: a four/five 

paragraph Regents style narrative 

that identifies a theme or a 

controlling idea, significant 

events or high-lights, important 

quotes, etc. from the book; 

� Back page: student-generated 

literary reviews that follow the 

format of the New York  Times 

*NOTE:  A total of at least 9 units will be selected from this map per year. Selections will vary based on student interests and abilities.  

 
 


